Seventh Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
20 April 2008 – 2 May 2009
Petition to the Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Concerning Paragraph 5 and 37 of the draft Climate report
Members of the Permanent Forum,
We would like to express our profound concern about the inclusion of our forests in the carbon market
through the mechanism known as “Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Destruction” (REDD).
During this 7th Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, many interventions were made
by Indigenous participants expressing opposition to the World Banks' Forest Carbon Partnership
Facility and its efforts to develop a framework for implementing the REDD initiative.
We strongly urge the deletion of Paragraph 37 of the “Recommendations on the special theme
"Climate change, biocultural diversity and livelihoods: the stewardship role of indigenous peoples and
new challenges" [E/C.19/2008/L.2]. The World Bank on the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF)
and other carbon funds, such as the BioCarbon Fund are facing broad resistance by indigenous
peoples in developing countries and becoming very contentious and the cause of conflicts and
divisions in our communities. At one of the World Bank consultations on the FCPF, there was even a
walkout by indigenous peoples. The Permanent Forum must not put itself in the position at this time of
becoming an advocate for the World Banks’ FCPF and its efforts to promote the REDD initiative.
Many adaptation and mitigation policies and projects promoted as solutions to climate change such as
emissions trading, agrofuels and the Clean Development Mechanism devastate Indigenous Peoples’
lands and territories and cause human rights violations. The consensus statement of the Global
Indigenous Caucus presented on the 2nd day of this session reflected this view as well.
The vast majority of indigenous peoples feel that the REDD will not benefit Indigenous Peoples, but in
fact will result in more violations of Indigenous Peoples’ rights. It will increase the violation of our rights
to our lands, territories and resources; cause forced evictions; prevent access and threaten indigenous
agriculture practices; destroy biodiversity, cultural diversity, traditional livelihoods and knowledge
systems; and cause social conflicts. Under REDD, States and carbon traders will take more control
over our forests.
We would like further to inform the Permanent Forum that steps are already being taken in many
countries, including India, to put in place legislation and programmes that would enable dispossession
of indigenous lands in favour of corporate and international NGO control as conservation parks and
sanctuaries in anticipation of implementing REDD projects. These legal and policy initiatives
demonstrate clearly that REDD would result in displacement of indigenous peoples and forest dwelling
communities on a massive scale.
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations on September 13 of this year and consecrates fundamental rights of
indigenous peoples which are relevant to the REDD discussions, especially Articles 10, 26, 27, 28, 29,
30, 32.

Given the threat to Indigenous Peoples’ Rights that REDD represents, we call on the United Nations
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to recommend strongly to the UNFCCC, the UN Forum of
Forests, concerned UN agencies such as UNEP, the World Bank, the Special Rapporteur on Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples and nation states that REDD not be
considered as a strategy to combat Climate Change but, in fact, is in violation of the UN Declaration
on Indigenous Peoples. Moreover, we also urge the Permanent Forum to recommend strongly to the
Convention on Biological Diversity that the implementation of the programme of work on Forests and
biodiversity prohibit REDD.
We also further urge that Paragraph 5 be amended to remove “clean development mechanism, the
Clean Energy Investment Framework, and the Global Environment Facility". These initiatives do not
demonstrate good examples of partnership with indigenous peoples. There are many CDM projects
that have human rights violations, lack of transparency and have failed to recognize the principles of
Free, Prior and Informed Consent. The Clean Energy Investment Framework is a World Bank initiative
developed in response to a mandate from the G-8 summit in Gleneagles in 2005. It is suppose to
increase access to energy in developing countries, reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the energy
sector, and assist developing countries to adapt to climate change. Friends of the Earth reported that
instead of combating climate change, the World Bank Investment Framework promotes coal-fired
power, nuclear power and large hydropower projects. The report, published by international
environment and development organizations, concluded that the World Bank’s new Investment
Framework on Clean Energy and Development will not be effective at combating climate change and
expanding energy access for the poor. Indigenous peoples must be extremely cautious on who we
partner with.
Organizations that Endorse this Statement :
Name of Organizations

1. Indigenous Environmental Network
2.
3.

CORE Manipur
Federation of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Asia (FITPA)

4. Na Koa Ikuiku Kalahui Hawaii
5. Indigenous World Association
6. CAPAJ- Parlamento del Pueblo Qollana
7. International Indian Treaty Council
8. Amazon Alliance
9. COICA
10.Instituto Indigena Brasileno para la Poropiedad Intelctual
11.The Haudenosaunee Delegation
12.Agence Kanak de Developpement
13.Mary Simat-MAWEED
14.Marcos Terena-Comite Intertribal-ITC-Brasil
15.Land is Life
16.ARPI-SC-Peru Amazonia
17.Asociaciones de Mujeres Waorani de la Amazonia AMWAE
18.Kus Kura S.C.
19.Indigenous Network on Economic and Trade
20.Aguomon FEINE
21.Friends of the Earth International

22.Amerindian Peoples Association
23.FIMI North America
24.L. Ole L. Lengai-Sinyati Youth Alliance
25.Beverly Longid-Cordillera Peoples Alliance Philippines
26.Red de Mujeres Indigenas sobre Biodiversidad de Abgatala
27.Fundacion para la Promocion de Conocimiento Indigena
28.Asociacion Indigena Ambiental
29.INTI-Intercambio Nativa Tradicional Internacional
30.Global Forest Coalition
31.Fuerza de Mujeres Wayuu
32.Café ek

